
Ibn Ashur’s famous and pioneering study of
the Shari¢ah’s higher objectives and goals. To
restore the intimate contact between Muslims
and the Qur’an scholars developed the study of
the objectives of Islam. The Shari¢ah is marked
by a universal wisdom whereby every legal
ruling has a function which it performs, an aim
which it realises, an intention which it seeks to
fulfil and all of this in order to realise benefit to
human beings or to ward off harm or
corruption.
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Treatise on Maq¥|id al-Shari¢ah
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muhammad al-tahir ibn ashur

Paperback: (ISBN: 1-56564-422-0) – Price: £16.95 - €25 - $25
Hardback: (ISBN: 1-56564-423-9) – Price: £24.95 - €36 - $35

This book takes an important step to realize
the higher intents of Islamic law (maq¥|id 

al-shari¢ah) by attempting to integrate 
contemporary values and worldviews into
maqasid terminology. It also tackles complex
theoretical questions on the role of maqasid
in ijtihad, juristic theorization (u|‰l), and the
Islamization of the human, social, and 
physical sciences.
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imam al-shatibi’s
Theory of the Higher Objectives

and Intents of Islamic Law

ahmad al-raysuni

The International institute of Islamic Thought

This book represents a pioneering contribu-
tion presenting a comprehensive theory of
the objectives of Islamic Law in its various
aspects, as well as a painstaking study of
objectives-based thought as pioneered by the
father of objectives-based jurisprudence,
Imam Abu Ishaq al-Shatibi; in addition, the
author presents us with an important study of
al-Shatibi himself which offers a wealth of
new, beneficial information about the life,
thought and method of this venerable imam.
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A SYSTEMS APPROACH

MAQASID
AL-SHARIAH

AS
PHILOSOPHY
of islamic law

Islamic law is about achieving the juridical
purposes (maq¥|id al-shari¢ah) of justice,
mercy, wisdom, and common good.
However, many ‘Islamic rulings’ (fat¥w¥)
issued today effectively replace justice with
injustice, mercy with cruelty, wisdom with
nonsense, and common good with mischief.
This book argues that such rulings do not
belong to the Islamic law, even if they were
claimed to be so according to some interpre-
tation. In this pathbreaking study, Jasser
Auda presents a systems approach to the 
philosophy and juridical theory of Islamic
law based on its purposes (maq¥|id).
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Maq¥|id al-shari¢ah, or the higher goals and
objectives of Islamic law, is an important and
yet somewhat neglected theme of the Shari¢ah.
Generally the Shari¢ah is predicated on the
benefits of the individual and that of the
community, and its laws are designed so as to
protect these benefits and facilitate improve-
ment and perfection of the conditions of
human life on earth. This easy to read guide
gives a birds eye view of the subject,
simplifying its main principles to help readers
understand the subject of maq¥|id al-shari¢ah

and how it explains the ‘wisdoms behind
rulings.’ 
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Current applications (or rather, misapplica-
tions) of Islamic law are reductionist rather
than holistic, literal rather than moral, one-
dimensional rather than multidimensional,
binary rather than multi-valued, deconstruc-
tionist rather than reconstructionist, and causal
rather than teleological. There is lack of
consideration and functionality of the over-all
purposes and underlying principles of the
Islamic law as a whole. Further, exaggerated
claims of ‘rational certainty’ (or else, ‘irrationa-
lity’) and ‘consensus of the infallible’ (or else,
‘historicity of the scripts’) add to lack of
spirituality, intolerance, violent ideologies,
suppressed freedoms, and authoritarianism.
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Paperback: (ISBN: 978-1-56564-441-0) – Price: £4.00 - $5.95

The maq¥|id al-shari¢ah have been either
directly stated in the Qur’an and the Sunnah
or inferred from these by a number of schol-
ars. All of these address the raison d’etre of
the Shari¢ah which, as recognized by almost
all the jurists, is to serve the interests of all
human beings and to save them from harm.
In this paper Dr. Chapra explores the Islamic
vision of development in relation to the
maq¥|id al-shari¢ah arguing that Islam has
emphasized all the ingredients of human
well-being, including the human self, faith,
intellect, posterity as well as wealth, for 
society to flourish.
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