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Abstrak

Reformasi pendidikan di Malaysia pada tahun 1980an dan 1990an mempurnyai
hubungan rapat dengan saranan-saranan daripada  Persidangan Sedunia
Mengenai Pendidikan Yang Pertama di Makkah pada tahun 1977 dan juga
kesedaran tentang kepentingan nilai moral dan alhlak, Pendidikan di Malaysia
bukan sahgja bagi tujuam pemupukan perpaduan nasional dalam  konteks
masyarakat berbilang kaum tetapi juga penyepaduan ilmu. Makalah ini menyorot
usaha-usaha wuntuk menjelmakan pendidikan bersepadu dari peringkat sekolah
sehingga kemuncaknya di peringkat pengajion tinggi melalui penubuhan don
peranan Universiti Islam Antarabangsa Malaysia (UIAM). Kejayaon UIAM
dari sudut penyepaduan ilmu pengetahuen dan melahirkan pelajar yang holistik
telah menjadikan ia model bagi banyak institusi Islam dalam dan luar negara.
Perkembangan UIAM dari sudut ilmu-ilmu Islam seperti disiplin ekonomi dan
kewangan Islam yang praktikal dan pengarubnya melalui pelajar antarabangsa
memungkinkan peranannya yang lebih besar ke arah kebangkitan semula zaman
kegemilangan Islam,

Introduction

Education during the colonial period was dualistic in nature, between English
liberal, secular education on the one hand and the traditional, vernacular education
on the other hand. This brought about a division not on ly among Muslims but also
among non-Muslims. Racial problem was a major issue and dual personalities
and systems were also prevalence. After independence, the Education Act 19611,
provides a space for Islamic religious instruction to be taught to Muslim students.
Traditionally Islamic religious subjects were taught privately in traditional ways
by imdividuals and groups in homes, Qur’anic schools, pondok, madrasah, sekolah
agama rakyat and fardhu ‘ain classes alf over the country. The Islamic curriculum
usually focused on the basic understanding of Islam such as agidah, ibadah,
akhlak, loghah, figh, tilawah and others of the same orientation. This brou ght about
the dichotomy in curriculum emphasis in which in schools run by the government,
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mathematics and sciences subjects are taught along with the religious subjects
whereas in private Isiamic schools such subjects were neglected. This resulted in
the dichotomous nature of the human capital involved in nation building.?

The Makkah World Conference on Muslim Education

This phenomenon of dualism is a general feature of many Muslim countries.
This has led to the malaise of the Muslims in facing contemporary challenges
especizally in the fields of knowledge and education. In Islam, education should
aim at “the balanced growth of Man through the training of Man’s spirit,
intellect, the rational self, emotion and bodily senses”. The ultimate aim of
Muslim education is in the realization of complete submission to Allah at the
levels of individual, family, community and humanity at large. In 1977, the
First World Conference on Muslim Education was held in Makkah.* Among
others, the Conference recommended that in all Muslim countries, vigorous
and planned efforts should be made to provide free, compulsory and universal
education to all children so that they are able to read, write, understand and
express the fundamental teachings of Islam and other sciences and arts which
may enable them to understand the nature of creation and Man’s position in the
universe as the vicegerent of Allah,

This conference had an impact not only to the thinkers and scholars of Islam
but also the government. The Conference recommended that a program of
research in each discipline be prepared, properly funded, and projects assigned
to competent scholars to carry it out. The recommendation stresses: Scholars
specialized in each discipline would prepare a systematic statement of the
categories and divisions of their subject matter to serve as master blueprint
for fiture research activities in that discipline. The statement prepared would
be presented to scholars specialized in any field of Islamic and Muslim World
studies, and their assistance sought to identify those parts and pieces of Islamic
literature which contribute to any category or division of research in each
discipline. The materials thus identified would be assembled and classified so
as to serve as research bibliographies and sources for anthologies of readings in
the Islamic literature pertinent to each discipline. l

This was followed by special seminars and workshops dealing with the issues of
curriculum, text books, teaching Arabic and others. The 1970s and 1980s was a
period of Islamic resurgeace which became a universal phenomenon. Malaysia
cannot avoid herself from the bottom-up approach of the masses insisting upon
the government to reform the educational orientation so that values and ethics
should become the basis of curriculum development in moulding up the human
potentials.
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The reformation of Education in the 1980s and 1990s in Malaysia has a close
relationship to the recommendations of the Makkah World Conference and also
the realization of the importance of values and ethics. Education in Malaysia is
not only for the purpose of national integration in relation to race but also the
integration of knowledge. These are major issues until today. By meeting the
objective of racial integration, the process of nation building would facilitate
the country in achieving Vision 2020. By integrating the curriculum based on
values and ethics, Malaysia can become an example of a Muslim nation of
having a good model of education based on her own mould. This mould in the
long run would be able to develop holistic personalities among students and the
citizens of Malaysia.

Integrated approach in education

Integration has become a keyword in Malaysia’s educational reform. In 1983,
the integrated school curriculum was introduced in the primary schools.
According to Education Development Plan 2001-2010%

The formulation of the curriculum at the primary level takes
into consideration the challenges and the nation’s need to
develop Malaysians who are knowledgeable, competent,
creative and innovative, of good moral values, and patriotic.
The Integrated Primary School Curriculum (IPSC) introduced
in 1983 emphasised the potential development of a well-
rounded individual as aspired by the National Education
Philosophy (NEP).

The IPSC comprises two stages. The first stage emphasizes the mastery of the basic
3Rs, inculcation of good values, and nurturing talents. The second stage stresses
on the reinforcement of the basic 3Rs, fostering positive attitudes, good values
and talents, developing knowledge acquisition and creative and critical thinking, .
reform and integration. In implementing the NEP, the Ministry of Education
continues to face the challenge of human development; a balanced development
of the individual in the cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains; the
development of the individual’s potential;, and the preparation of the foundation
for life-long learning. In developing individuals, the Ministry of Education has
to foster students’ leadership skills, self-confidence, patriotism, self-discipline,
positive values and personality as well as their ability to work as a team.

Integrated approach in education is the core objectives of the National Education
Philosophy. Education is not only to focus on acquiring knowledge based on
the rational faculty or related to the development of the cognitive domain, but
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also strengthens the affective domain. By integration, the memorizing and the
thinking skiils developed and the stability of the emotion and the psyche will
persist. This'will enable a person to have-a balance growth in relation to the
mind and also spirituality.

The process of Westernization and Globalization is perceived as a new
form of colonization by the Euro-American powers. In order to avoid being
recolonized, Muslims are encouraged to gain comparative advantages from the
West and the East in relation to scientific knowledge and technological research
development. If not they would continue to become the consumers or servants
of the Western or European scientific and technological advancement rather
than becoming major contributors to human civilization as the early Muslims
used to in the ninth to thirteenth century. In order to achieve the goal of the
balanced and harmonious Muslims, integration in education became the core
strategy, as mentioned by the NEP.

In the primary schools, Muslim children are not only taught the subjects of Bahasa
Melayu, English, Mathematics and Science, but they are also taught subjects
related to religious sciences or J-Qaf, that is Jawi (Malay-Arabic scripture), the
basis of Fard ‘Ain related to the basic understanding of belief (agidak), worship
(ibadah), and moral standard ( akhlak), some basic Arabic and the Holy Qur’an,
In the secondary schools, Muslim students are taught both the inteliectual and the
traditional knowledge, that is as the continuation of the primary school system.
However the subjects offered are more diverse to broaden students’ minds and
personality and to provide a wider base to enable them to specialize later on
in either the natural sciences, the humanity, the social science or the Islamic
sciences. In the long run this approach will enable the students to have knowledge
of both the traditional, Islamic and the contemporary sciences. The bases that
have been laid down at the primary and secondary levels are further enhanced
and reinforced in the post-secondary level through the Higher School Certificate
(STPM), Higher School Religious Certificate (STAM) and the Matriculation
curricula, Entry at the tertiary level will thereby enhance specializations in
various disciplines and field of studies,

It is hoped that by having the integrated approach in education, the holistic
personality will develop. This is pertinent in the context of globalization
because the kind of challenges confronting the younger generation are not only
intellectual, academic, scientific and technological in nature but alsc ethical and
behavioral. The needs of good values, sound ethics and religious foundations are
the basis for a humane character and good governance, Malaysia is in great need
to develop her own mould through the development of its human capital.
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National Philosophy of Education

In the Education Act 1996, which is an amendment of the Education Act of | 961,
it is stated that education in a multi-racial and multi-cultural society is guided by
the National Education Philosophy (NEP)’ as the basis for integration. It states:

Education in Malaysia in on-going effort towards further
developing the potentials of individual in a holistic and integrated
manner, so as to produce individuals, who are intellectually,
spiritually, emotionally, physically balanced and harmonious,
based on a firm belief in and devotion to God. Such an effort is
designed to produce Malaysian citizens who are knowledgeable
and competent, who possess high moral standards, and who are
well responsible and capable of achieving high level of personal
well-being as well as being able to contribute to the harmony
and betterment of the family, the society and nation at large.

The NEP above is translated into the school curriculum, which encourages

the development of balanced, well-rounded, trained and skilled individuals

who cherish the national aspiration for unity. More specifically, educational
programmes and activities intend to achieve the following objectives:

i) To provide pupils with the essential intellectual, affective and psychomotor
skills in a holistic and integrated manner to produce individuals who
are intellectually, physically, emotionally and spiritually balanced and
functionally literate;

ii) Incuicate and nurture national consciousness through fostering common
ideas, values, aspirations and loyalties in order to mould national unity and
national identity in a multi-ethnic society;

iii) Produce manpower with the requisites skills for economic and national
development;

iv) Inculcate in pupils desired moral values and to promote personality and
aesthetic development as well as the sense of being responsible and
disciplined, and progressively enabling them to contribute effectively
towards nation-bnilding.

There is no discrimination against any citizen in terms of access to education
and financial support for the maintenance of pupils or students in any
educational institution. Equality and opportunity in education are fundamental
liberties enshrined in the Federal Constitution.

With the NEP, education in Malaysia possesses a sharper vision for the future,

Since Malaysia is focusing on human capital development the importance of
a holistic approach in teaching and learning is inevitable. The nature of the
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