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Read in the name of your Sustainer, who has Created man omt of 2

germ cell. Read - for your Sustainer is the Most bountiful One. Who

has taught (man) the use of the pen. Taught Man what he did not know.
(Qur’an 96:1-5)
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l Usnar ibn Khattab has related that he heard the Holy Prophet say:

Motive determines the vatue of all conduct, and a person attains that which
he desires. If the motive of one who emigrates is to attain to Allah and His
Messenger, then that is the purpose of his migration; and he who migrates
g secking the world attains to it, and he who migrates for the sake of a woman,
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marries her and thus his migration is for the purpose he has in mind (Bokhari

e ¥ and Muslim). W
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FOREWARD

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, the Most
Beneficent, the Most Merciful. Peace and Blessings of Al-
lah be upon His Messenger Muhammad. Wassalamu
Alaykun Rahmatullah.

The IIIT (International Institute of Islamic Thought) in Ni-
geria, in conjunction with the Muslim Forum of Bayero Uni-
versity, Kano, jointly organized and conducted a one day
seminar on the Islamization of Knowledge. The seminar
took place on 5 Rabi’ al - Awwal, 1417 (20 July 1996). It
was one of a series of programme designed for faculty
outreach. Therefore, academic staff in the various faculties
of the University were invited and constituted the primary
audience.

The primary aim of the seminar was to educate and mobi-
lize Muslim academicians in the University towards the
Islamization of knowledge programme. It has been observed
that, although a number of departments in the University
offer Islamically oriented courses and several papers had
been presented in some departments and even some inter-
national seminars, many academic staff still do not have a
proper understanding of the idea behind the Islamization of
knowledge. For this reason, all the papers presented focused
on the concept of Islamization of Knowledge itself.

One of the papers presented is Salisu Shehu’s entitled, “Is-
lamic Vision of Knowledge: Its implications and Signifi-
cance to the Islamization of Knowledge Programme”. This
paper elucidated the conceptual basis of the Islamization of



knowledge which centres on the Islamic vision of knowl-
edge. The paper clearly analyzed the position and impor-
tance of knowledge in Islam, the aim of acquiring knowl-
edge in Islam, Islamic source of knowledge, classification
of knowledge in Islam, Islamic view about the Universality
of Knowledge and the characteristics of knowledge in islam.
It then discussed the significance and implications of the
Islamic vision of knowledge to the Islamization of knowl-
edge programme.

The thoroughness, brilliance and excellence of the paper
motivated the IIIT (Nigeria) Office to request Bro. Salisu
Shehu to expand some of the sub-themes, especially on the
tasks ahead for the Islamization of knowledge prograrrime,
with a view to publishing it. This booklet is the outcome of
Bro. Salisu Shehu’s vision which has been edited. This is
then the pioneering book on Islamization of knowledge to
be published by IIIT (Nigeria) office. In sha Allah another
paper will be published in the same way.

I pray to Allah Subhanahu waTa’ala to open the hearts and
minds of all Muslims who come across this publication in
order for them to assimilate its content and live their lives
in accordance with the teachings it contains. May the Al-
mighty reward the author abundantly. Ameen.

PROFESSOR D. A. MATWADA,
Dean, Postgraduate School

Bayero University, Kano

23rd March, 1998.



